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PLANNING BOARD MEETING, October 26, 2015 

 

Present:   Alfred P. Porro, Jr. Chairman 
    Debbie Holmwood, Vice-Chairman 
    Joseph F. Sheehan 
    Ernie Paciorkowski 
    Paul J. Donohue, Clerk 
    Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 
    Claire Murphy, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Porro, Chairman, in Room 
12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the minutes of September 14, 2015, 
seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION – Auto Storage – Lots 22 & 43 Carnegie Row, David 

Spiegel, owner, Atty. Diane Geraghty Hall, Matt Smith, Norwood Engineering 

 

Atty. Hall began by saying that in December of 2012 they came before the Board 
requesting a special permit for open lot storage as well as site plan review for Lots 22 & 
43 Carnegie Row.  This was supposed to be temporary by unfortunately Mr. Speigel has 
not found another home for his vehicles and he is looking for a two year extension.  
 
Ms. Holmwood asked what other plans Mr. Spiegel has for these lots. Mr. Smith said 
probably office or mixed use.  It would be something that would fit in with the master 
plan for the Vanderbilt area. Ms. Holmwood stated that she recalled asking for something 
a little more attractive that a chain link fence which is what was installed and she is 
disappointed.  
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Mr. Smith explained that this is not a permanent thing, Mr. Spiegel will eventually 
develop the site.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski had no problem with granting the extension but after 5 yrs. temporary 
starts to look permanent.  
 
Mr. Porro asked about the sign posted on the fence regarding an auto auction. Mr. Smith 
was not aware of this.  
 
Mr. Porro suggested continuing this meeting until they take care of the auto auction 
signage because that was not part of the use of the site.  They will return on November 
9th. 
 
ENDORSE FINAL PLAN – Benchmark Senior Living, Clapboardtree Street, Atty. 

James Hilliard 

 
Atty. Hilliard explained that the reason they came back to the Board was because of the 
list of conditions and they have now completed the list of conditions. Mr. Halkiotis 
agreed that all of the site plan conditions have been completed.   
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve and endorse the final plan for Benchmark 
Senior Living, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 
ANR PLAN – Benchmark Senior Living, 40 Clapboardtree Street 

 
Atty. Hilliard said that the ANR Plan separates the property from the Davis CO and the 
residential home next to it. Mr. Halkiotis said that the ANR Plan dissolves the lot line 
between the single family home from the senior living center.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve and endorse the ANR Plan for Benchmark 
Senior Living, 40 Clapboardtree Street, seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

VOTE ON SUBDIVISION PLAN AND ENDORSE DECISION – Maxwell Avenue, 

Phase II,  Mark Carroll, Carroll Construction 

 

The Planning Board reviewed and discussed the draft decision for Maxwell Avenue.  
 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the subdivision plan and endorse the 
decision for Maxwell Avenue, Phase II, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 
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REQUEST FOR BOND REDUCTION – Maxwell Avenue, Phase I 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that the Board is currently holding $150,000.00 in a performance 
bond for Maxwell Avenue. Mr. Ryan’s bond amount dated September 28, 2015, for 
Maxwell Avenue, Phase I was $98,230.00 so the Board could release $51,730.00. 
 
Mr. Porro said that he was not in favor of reducing anything at this time especially with 
Phase II coming up. Ms. Holmwood agreed. 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski stated that this is a separate project and he feels that the builder is 
entitled to re-coup money on work that has already been completed. 
 
Mr. Sheehan suggested adding another 10% to the contingency in the bond amount that 
Mr. Ryan suggested.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to release $42,340.00 of the performance bond, 
$107,000.00 will remain, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
VOTE  4-1 (Ms. Holmwood against) 

 

 

VOTE ON DECISION,  ENDORSE PLAN & SET BOND – Sunset Avenue 

Adequate Access, Mario Gomes 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the decision has been approved and the 20 day appeal period has 
run its course with no appeals taken. The applicant is now requesting that the Board sign 
the plan, so he can record the decision and plan at the Registry.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve and endorse the Sunset Avenue Adequate 
Access Plan, seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

Ms. Holmwood noted that in the decision for Maxwell Avenue, the issuance of the 
Certificate of Occupancy was not listed in the decision as a condition of approval and she 
would like this taken care of.  
 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to reconsider the vote Maxwell Avenue, Phase II 
decision so Mr. Halkiotis can add the Certificate of Occupancy condition to the decision, 
seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to accept the reconsideration and to re-sign the 
decision with the Certificate of Occupancy condition added, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed  
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SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD SIGNAGE, Straight Stitch, 60 Day Street, Gary 

Cullaz 

 

Mr. Cullaz explained that they recently moved to Day Street and would like to add an 
awning for signage. Mr. Cullaz is proposing a standard cloth awning in black with green 
lettering. Mr. Halkiotis noted that the total area of the lettering on the sign is 29 s.f. and 
complies with the sign regulations.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the sign request for Straight Stitch, seconded 
by Mr. Paciorkowski 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Coolidge Estates Bond 

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that he was contacted by Atty. David Hern who has been 
hired by Stephen David to represent him. Atty. Hern said that Mr. David does not intend 
to complete the drainage work on Rock Street and doesn’t have any problem signing the 
performance bond over to the Planning Board to complete the work. Mr. Halkiotis said 
that he will put this down as an agenda item for the next meeting. Ms. Holmwood 
requested a final copy of the cost for the project.  
 
Zoning Amendments for “M” Zone 

 

Mr. Halkiotis met with the people from 63 Morse Street and discussed making some 
changes to the zoning bylaw that could spur redevelopment.  The potential buyer 
provided some notes and comments to the bylaws that he thought would help revitalize 
the old manufacturing buildings. The Planning Board started to reviewed the suggested 
changes but decided to table the discussion another night due to the lateness of the hour.   
 

Avalon Bay 40B Project Eligibility Letter, 119-165 Lenox Street 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that the Board of Selectmen has asked the Planning Board, Town 
Engineer, Police and Fire Departments to review the information that Avalon has 
submitted for redeveloping the Plimpton Press site and to send any comments to the 
Board of Selectmen.   
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access. A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  

 


